May 24, 2006

Though the Dukakis ticket did not win the
White House, he won the hearts of Americans.
He famously reminded Dan Quayle that he
was no Jack Kennedy in a televised vice-pres-
idential debate.

Bentsen retired from the Senate in January
1993 to serve as the 69th Secretary of the
Treasury under Clinton from 1993 to 1994. He
played an intricate role in several of Clinton’s
achievements. The $500 billion deficit reduc-
tion measure was crucial and drove the deficit
down, which later turned into a government
surplus. Additionally, he assisted in passing
NAFTA, the North American Free Trade
Agreement, which dramatically changed Amer-
ican trade policy with Mexico.

Lloyd retired in 1994 and said, “l couldn’t
leave with the economic flag flying any high-
er.” His stellar public service career was so-
lidified in 1999 when President Clinton pre-
sented him with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the Nation’s highest civilian honor.
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Egberto
Angel Escobedo Morales, a political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Escobedo Morales is a member of the
National Council for Democratic Transition. He
has dedicated his life to opposing the tyrant
who enslaves the people of Cuba. He was ar-
rested in 1995 and in sham “trial” was sen-
tenced to 20 years in the totalitarian gulag.
According the U.S. Department of State, in
July 2000, Mr. Escobedo Morales was tried
again for “obstruction of police” and “dis-
respect of government officials.”

He has been incarcerated for over 10 years
in the most inhuman conditions imaginable.
Despite incessant repression, harassment,
and abuse, Mr. Escobedo Morales remains
committed to the conviction that democracy
and individual liberty are the birthright of the
Cuban people.

In February 2006, Mr. Escobedo Morales,
along with four other political prisoners, coura-
geously signed a letter containing the truth
about Cuba under Castro. The letter was print-
ed on Cubanet, “Cuba has become an island
prison. All Cubans in the street just have con-
ditional freedom and those of us in prison are
in solitary confinement cells.”

The solitary confinement cells that Mr.
Escobedo Morales mentions in his letter are
described in the U.S. Department of State
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices—
2005 as, “Prison conditions which continued
to be harsh and life threatening. Prisoners
sometimes were held in “punishment cells,”
which usually were located in the basement of
a prison, with continuous semi-dark conditions,
no available water, and only a hole for a toi-
let.”

Mr. Escobedo Morales is representative of
the fighting spirit of the Cuban people: of their
rejection of the brutality, discrimination, de-
pravity, and oppression of the totalitarian tyr-
anny. Thousands languish in the gulag be-
cause, like Mr. Escobedo Morales, they refuse
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to accept the tyrannical dictatorship in Cuba
today. Mr. Escobedo Morales is also rep-
resentative of the best of the Cuban people, of
the dignity of the Cuban people.

Mr. Speaker, it is unconscionable that, in
the 21st century, brave men and women are
chained to filth because of their belief in de-
mocracy, freedom, and the sanctity of human
rights for every person. My Colleagues, we
must never forget those who are locked in
gulags because of their desire for freedom. My
Colleagues, we must demand the immediate
and unconditional release of Egberto Angel
Escobedo Morales and every political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

————
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, since 2001, the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, under the
leadership of Jan Scruggs, has been working
towards the dedication of an underground visi-
tors’ center on the Memorial grounds. The pro-
posal for the center was carefully planned to
assure that America’s youth learn the values
of citizenship and duty to their nation. This
process has been long and arduous for the
Fund, but throughout it all their efforts have
been supported by various legislative and pub-
lic initiatives. Their efforts were officially vali-
dated when Congress passed a bill that au-
thorized the construction of the site in Novem-
ber of 2003. The language of the legislation
stated that the “final approval shall not be
withheld.”

Nevertheless, the progress and completion
of the site continues to be held up, awaiting
the pending approval of the National Capitol
Planning Commission (NCPC). While the
NCPC oversees planning and construction of
any new structure within the Washington, D.C.
city limits, in this case it appears to be imped-
ing the construction of a facility authorized and
sanctioned by Congress and under the law.

In December, the NCPC stalled the
progress of the site by removing the Visitors
Center from its December 1 monthly meeting
agenda. Additionally, advocates for the Cen-
ter, who were supposed to testify to the NCPC
in July 2005, were told that they would have
to wait to make their presentation until August
2006. Over and over again, the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund, under the leadership of
Jan Scruggs, has complied with all the dead-
lines and requests of the NCPC and other
governing organizations throughout the ap-
proval process. Yet, for some reason ground
has yet to be broken on the construction of
the site.

While the approval of the site awaits action
from the NCPC, a series of actions have been
taken on the proposal’s behalf. In December
2005 the Resources Committee and National
Parks Subcommittee began an inquiry of the
actions of the National Capitol Planning Com-
mission due to delays engineered on an effort
approved by Congress in 2003. In February
Congressman POMBO, chairman of the Re-
sources Committee, requested that all internal
documents from the NCPC, including emails
and attorney client materials for review. After
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a careful review of the facts, Congressman
PomBO informed the NCPC Chairman on
March 2, 2006 that the NCPC appeared to be
intentionally ignoring the will of the Congress
with unnecessary internal delays. In response,
Congressmen PoMBO and RAHALL, introduced
H.R. 4882 to end the delays on this important
project. | cosponsored the bill, which came out
of committee with great support and was
brought to the House floor. On March 28,
2006 the House overwhelmingly passed H.R.
4882. A companion bill, S. 2419 was later in-
troduced in the Senate by Senators KERRY,
STEVENS and HAGEL, and is currently awaiting
legislative action.

| urge the NCPC to proceed expeditiously in
accordance with the express wishes of Con-
gress so that America’s youth will soon have
the opportunity to learn about citizenship and
duty to our country at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Visitors’ Center.

———
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Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of a Western Pennsylvania
native and pioneer in the field of Physical
Medicine, Dr. Frank Lyon Rommel, who
passed away on | April 28, 2006, at the Mora-
vian Manor in Lititz, PA.

Dr. Rommel, a Board Certified specialist in
Physical Medicine was the founder of the
Physical Medicine Rehabilitation Department
at the McKeesport Hospital, and is credited
with rehabilitating hundreds of injured veterans
at the V.A. Harmarville Rehabilitation Center in
suburban Pittsburgh as well as countless pa-
tients in hospitals throughout Western Penn-
sylvania between 1961 and 1988.

He was born in Glassport, PA on May 5,
1925, was a graduate of Glassport High
School, St. Vincent College and the Stritch
School of Medicine, Loyola University, Chi-
cago. He served overseas during World '"War
Il as a cryptographer in the Army Air Corps.

Dr. Rommel was married for 51 years to
Barbara Bonde Rommel who survives him
along with five children, their spouses, 10
grandchildren, two sisters, and is the uncle of
our colleague, Congressman Bill Shuster. In-
ternment will be at the Shuster Family Ceme-
tery near Everett, PA.

————
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IN HIS BID FOR THE HOME RUN
RECORD
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of one of baseball’'s most success-
ful stars, Barry L. Bonds. An all-star outfielder
for the San Francisco Giants, Bonds has had
a stellar career. Since entering the major
league in 1986, Bonds has created quite a
name for himself.

As a young man growing up in California
during the 60s, Bonds discovered his talent for
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